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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims l, 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Battat (US 
Patent No.: 5,958,012). 

As to claim L Battat discloses a communications network planning system, (see col, 6, 
lines 32-39) comprising with a graphical user interface see col., 5 lines, 65-66) having an 
overview of sub networks within a communications network (see col, 5 lines, 60-61), including: 

a first selector for selecting a graphical representation of a sub network, which 
incorporates hierarchically, structured details of node types present in the sub network (see col., 
16 lines, 46-54 and col., 1 lines, 40-45) 

and details of links, which exist between the node types (see Figure 5 and Figure 14); 

a second selector for selecting a combined graphical representation of an extract of each 
sub network for interlinked sub networks (see Figure 5), 

in a region of a sub-network interface, which includes hierarchically structured details of 
the node types present in the region of the sub network interface concerned, and details of the 
links, which exist between the node types (see, Figure 1 1) 
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and a control unit for activating the graphical user interface in accordance with selection 
inputs received from an input unit (see Figure 10D). 

As to claim 3 . Battat discloses wherein the graphical representation of a sub network 
incorporates details of the functionality of the node types concerned (see col ., 5 lines, 5-8). 

As to claim 4 , Battat discloses wherein the graphical representation of a sub network 
incorporates details of the nodes for each node type and/or the numbers of locations for each 
node type (see col., 1 lines, 41-45). 

As to claim 5 . Battat discloses wherein the graphical representation of a sub network 
incorporates details of the infrastructure installation products and/or their vendors, for the node 
types concerned 9see col., 10 lines, 25-26). 

As to claim 6 . Battat discloses a method for creating communications network diagrams 
(see col., 1 lines 65-66), comprising: providing, through a graphical user interface of a 
communications network planning system (see col., 4 lines, 65-66), 

a first selector for printing out a graphical representation of a sub network, which 
incorporates hierarchically structured details of node types present in the sub network and details 
of links which exist between the node types (see col., 16, lines, 46-54, col., 4 line, 53, col., 1 
lines, 40-45, Figure 5 and Figure 14), 

and a second selector for printing out a combined graphical representation of an extract, 
for linked sub networks (see Figure 5 and col ., 4 lines, 53), of each sub network in a region of a 
sub network interface, which incorporates hierarchically structured details of node types present 
in a region of the sub network interface concerned, and details of links which exist between the 
node types (se Figure 11); and activating a printer device assigned to the communications 
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network planning system to print out communications network diagrams in accordance with 
selection inputs received from an input unit (see col., 5 line 37). 

As to claim 1 . Battat discloses a control program for a communications network planning 
system (see Figure 2), which can be loaded into a working memory of a control program device 
and which has at least one section of code such that, when executed, performs: 

providing, through a graphical user interface of the communications network planning 
system, an overview of sub networks within a communications network (se col. 7, lines, 60-61), 

providing a first selector for selecting a graphical representation of a sub network (see 
col., 16 lines, 46-54 and col., 1 lines, 40-45), which incorporates hierarchically structured details 
of node types present in the sub network concerned and details of links which exist between the 
node types (see Figure 5 and Figure 14), 

providing a second selector for selecting a combined graphical representation of an 
extract, for linked sub networks (see Figure 5), of each sub network in a region of a sub network 
interface, which incorporates hierarchically structured details of node types present in the region 
of the sub network interface, and details of links which exist between the node types (see Figure 
11); and activating the graphical user interface to display a selected sub network and/or sub 
network interface, in accordance with selection inputs received from an input unit, when the 
control program is executed in the control program device (se abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Battat (US Patent 
No.: 5, 958,012) in view of Bowman- Amuah (US Patent No.: 6, 61 1,867). 

As to claim 2 . Battat discloses wherein the details of node types, present in the sub 
network and/or the region of a sub network interface, are hierarchically structured according to 
the network hierarchy level to which the node concerned can be assigned, between the subscriber 
access network and the transport network (see col., 16 lines 46-54 and col., 1 lines, 40-45), 

However Battat does not specifically disclose subscriber access network and the transport 
network. Bowman from the same field of endeavor discloses subscriber access network (see 
col., 8 lines, 27-28) and the transport network (Figure 14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified Battat's 
network management at the time of the invention with subscriber network and transport network 
as presented by Bowman. The motivation to combine to provide service providers the tool to 
better manages their carrier data networks. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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MacLaurin et al. (US Pub No.: 2007/0136690) is cited to teach wedge menu. 

Kang et al. (US Pub No.: 2007/0067732) is cited to teach Method and apparatus for 
highlighting buttons on screen on which a plurality of applications are displayed, and 
information recording medium thereof 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meseker Takele whose telephone number is (571) 270-1653. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30AM- 5:00PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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